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While on the waiting
list, Jordyn has received

assistance: from
Community Living
Dufferin’s - pre-school
resource program,

through which he receives
about an hour of care each
week. He's also enrolled in
a speech therapy program
at Headwaters Health Care
Centre, but that only runs
for 45 minutes once every
two weeks. Neither service
is provided during the
summer months.

The Palletts decided to
take Jordyn to a private
speech therapy program at
Orangeville Speech and
Language on alternate
weeks to the Headwaters
initiative because the lat-
ter was “periodic and not
enough.”

“Mostly, it’s not teach-
ing Jordyn how to speak,
it's more to prompt me as a
parent, so I know what to
do with him at home. The
way he's moving along is
by me working with him at
home on it,” Kelli Pallett
says. “A half-hour a week
or an hour a week, it isn't
going to make the differ-
ence — it's you as a parent
investing time in your
child.”
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getting Jordyn interested
in what others are doing,
thus allowing them into
his world and providing an
opportunity for them to
bring him into theirs.
“One of the typical
behaviours: for autistic
children is hand waving,”
Michael Pallett says, not-
ing that's not a behaviour
Jordyn exhibits. “Typical
therapies try to take that
and basically stop it and
have them do other things
that we would consider
more appropriate behav-
iours,
“The difference here is
. if he’s hand waving,
then we might actually
hand wave right along
with him,” he adds. “What
we're doing is to have him
be interested in us — by
joining what he's interest-
ed in, he will in turn
become interested in us.”
Parents of autistic chil-
dren are often “forward-
thinking,” suggests
Dumble, which leads them
to try new things.
“They’re not going to sit
on their hands while
they're on a wait list and
they will spend many,
many hours researching
other options and trying
those out,” she says, noting
her organization doesn’t

provide financial support,
but rather acts as a central
point of contact for infor-
mation and as an advocate
when government policy is
developed.

As suggested by the
Son-Rise Program, the
Palletts built a special
playroom in their home
where they spend time
with Jordyn and do as he
wishes. Inside the room
are a number of education-
al games and activities for
him to choose from, all of
which are put up out of his
reach and he has to com-
municate what he wants to
his parents — a task people
with autism struggle with.

The only thing Jordyn
isn’t allowed to do inside
the playroom, his parents
share, is leave if he gets
frustrated.

“The more time he
spends in the playroom,
the more into it he gets, the
more social he gets,” Kelli
Pallett says, explaining
they're looking for volun-
teers to spend time with
Jordyn in the playroom on
a regular basis. The more
play time and interactions
with different people, the
better, she adds.

“He's gone from hardly
any words ... to 500 to 1,000
words. He doesn’t know

how to use them now in a
spontaneous way to get
what he wants,” she says.
“We've found he’s so visual
that we wuse signs to
prompt language and
we're trying to work into
two-word sentences, three-
word sentences. But he’s
way more interactive. He
comes and gets us to do
stuff with him and a lot
more eye contact.”

Eye contact is coveted
by people interacting with
autistic individuals,
Michael Pallet says,
because it's rare,

Prior to the Son-Rise
Program Jordyn took no
notice when his father
arrived home from work.
But now that's changed.
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